PRC has a PET Peeve

Celia Kiewit, PRC Member, Solana Beach Presbyterian Church

            At the PRC Conference last June, the focus was on water. It was an event that changed my life! Our very wise planners thought to make two things paramount: Watersheds and Water bottles. Two concepts that go hand-in-hand. 
To create a "green" conference, the decision was made to forego distribution of PET bottles. A light went on for many of us. I personally have not used one of these containers in almost a year. No inconvenience or hazard to my health. 
             We were encouraged to attend to our local watersheds, learning about keeping our water clean... ocean, streams, and faucets. We are concerned about the impact our water usage has around the world. Our research has uncovered a "landfill" of evidence. This has convinced us to appeal to you to avoid PET water bottles and rethink the kind of water you drink in general. 
              Avoiding bottled water is one simple way we as individuals can take better care of water resources locally and globally. By adding PET bottles to our list of "pet peeves", we are taking a stand against the huge profits and waste generated by their production and consumption. Polyethylene terephthalate is not only an oil product, it is an obscenity to nature, most of these bottles are not being properly recycled, and they tend to end up as litter, landfill, or worse. Mashburn of Southern California states that "all PET bottles are bailed and shipped to China"!
            What's cool, necessary, or smart about sucking on a plastic bottle for 10 minutes, then throwing it in the trash? We are tossing them at a rate of 30 million a day. The short and long-term health risks of usage, storage, and disposal are unknown. The local and global consequences of our vanity and waste are not only threatening our children's future, they are happening right now! How did we ever manage before this trend/fashion statement took hold of our sanity? As recently as 5 years ago, we would never have thought it odd to be without a PET bottle in hand from doorstep to car to wherever. 
            Can we afford to continue using and abusing our natural and fiscal resources with impunity? Even if all PET bottles are made in China and eventually shipped back there for recycling or disposal, is this a solution? That's like justifying Hustler Magazine because the paper is later reused for other purposes. Do we really want these chemicals in our carpets, mattresses, pillows and jackets?
            Ladies and gentlemen, this is what's called "low-hanging fruit". Low-hanging rotten fruit! It is not the least bit overwhelming as some environmental issues tend to be today. It threatens no one's job, lifestyle, health, or budget, nor does it offend anyone's politics to rethink the way we drink water. Politics is the way we live our lives, and we vote with our wallets. 
             Christian environmentalists are called to a role of "noblesse oblige".... the responsibility of the privileged... to do what's right for the sake of others. We need to lead on this. We can save both financial resources for ourselves and the church, and natural resources as well, and we can raise awareness about local and global water issues, recycling, and conservation. We can be catalysts for change that will get the positive attention of the next generation instead of looking hypocritical when we talk about "creation care" at church events. 
              PRC is launching this campaign to rid ourselves, our church, and the world of this bad habit. It may be hard to break, but as they say, the devil is in the details! Please join us in this effort!

To learn more about PRCs bottled water campaign, visit www.prcweb.org. 

