Review of the movie, An Inconvenient Truth

By Burt Froom, Stewardship of Creation Educator, Presbytery of Philadelphia

“If you see only one movie this year, make it An Inconvenient Truth,” the film critic tells us.  If our nation ever needed to hear the message of this movie, it is now.  But we are distracted by terrorists, war, the economy and immigration.  We are a people polarized politically, so dialogue and trust among us are at low ebb.  Is there really a global warming crisis?  


Into this moment has come former vice president Al Gore with his acclaimed 3 1/2 star movie and best selling book, An Inconvenient Truth.  I wondered if Al Gore could change the nation’s mind.  I voted for him, but I remember my disappointment with him as a presidential candidate because he seemed unfocussed, hesitant and somehow detached.  


I attended the movie with my wife and daughter in June.  As the film unfolded, I realized that I trusted “this” Al Gore to tell me the truth and to take me and the country with him to face the dangers of climate change.  Al Gore’s presentation of his climate change lecture in the movie and book is informative, challenging and compelling.  Supported by beautiful photography, dramatic graphs, animation, and special effects, Gore tells us that the debate is over.  The scientific community agrees that the planet is heating up, we are primarily responsible, the effects are catastrophic, and there is still time to turn it around.  But we have just ten years.


Human-caused carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels, accumulating in the atmosphere to unprecedented levels, is warming our air and water.  Mountain glaciers and polar ice are melting.  Sea levels are rising.  Hurricanes are more powerful.  Lakes are drying up.  Animals are in danger of extinction.  We are threatening life on earth with catastrophe.


The movie is scary.  But it is also hopeful because Al Gore shares with us the influence of two personal trials:  the near death of his son in a traffic accident and the death of his sister to lung cancer.  Just as the emergency of an injured son clarified the priorities of the Gore family, the emergency of global warming needs to clarify and change the priorities of our nation while we tend to our wounded planet.  And just as the Gore family realized they could no longer operate the murderous family business of tobacco production after his sister’s death, so we can no longer participate in our murderous life style based on a fossil fuel-driven economy and society.  His own crisis and pain have given him a prophetic voice -- as Earth calls to us at this moment of profound peril.  “I believe this is a moral issue,” he says.  

Millions of Americans have viewed this movie.  A national constituency to reverse global warming has been born.  What can we do personally now to solve the climate crisis?  The end of the movie and the book tell us:  We can save energy at home.  We can get around on less fuel.  We can consume less and conserve more.  We can work together in our congregations to change how we live our lives.  We can be catalysts to transform our world.    

Resources include:  Movie site, www.climatecrisis.net/.  The book, An Inconvenient Truth.  You can show the film in your church, www.theregenerationproject.org.  Movie study guide, www.eco-justice.org.  Your Personal Impact Audit, an-inconvenient-truth.com.

